said in my brief remarks at the Opening Ceremony of the 2013 World Congress in the Odeum of Herodus Atticus: "The aspiration to connect with eternity, whatever forms this aspiration may sometimes take, is in fact a crucial part of the charm of philosophy-of virtually all philosophy, East and West, North and South." But fulfilling that aspiration, as I believe all of the papers contained in this volume do to at least some degree, is by no means at cross purposes with the wish and need to maintain contemporaneity. The nature of philosophy as incarnated in the World Congresses, if not also of philosophy as such, has itself changed enormously over the last eleven and a half decades. I think that all of us planners were committed to ensuring that this fact would be reflected in that part of the program for which we had principal responsibility, the part that readers will discover in this text. So, for example, one will find here reflections on contemporary science, art, and religion, as well as on philosophy as practical wisdom, coping with today's world as with past worlds. And these reflections come not only from the "North" and "West," as was overwhelmingly the case in World Congresses of the early years, but also from the East and the South; and not only from persons of one gender and of one skin color and of only a few privileged nationalities, as was also the tendency "back then," but from a true diversity of voices.
At the same time, there were special privileges that we participants enjoyed to which attendees at no previous World Congress had had access-privileges that derived from the fact that we-meaning we assembled representatives of the world philosophy community, not we as individuals-were meeting together in Athens for the first time. Our Greek hosts, whose own recent and ongoing collective difficulties were well known to all, offered their hospitality and invited us to see the hallowed sites of which they are so justly proud. In fact, several of the sessions at which the present papers were given took place in those very sites: that of Plato's Academy, that of the Pnyx, that of the imagined dialogue of Plato's Phaedrus, at which descendants (as we may suppose!) of the crickets to which he refers there sang their old, familiar song . . . .
In short, these papers were presented in the cradle of Western philosophy, and to recall that this was their original venue may, for those with strong powers of imagination, add a certain special aura to the reading of them. But they should also cause us to remember that Western philosophy has significant siblings, and that it and the latter are now vibrant, healthy adults.
The same-"vibrant, healthy adults"-cannot be said, it is to be feared, of some of the current inhabitants of our planet. We are plagued by illnesses-extreme aggressivity, massive avarice, arrogant intolerance-that are not due to any virus, but rather to something deep in the human psyche, as well-known diagnoses by the ancient Greek philosophers already made clear. One of philosophy's principal tasks has always been, by inquiring into the origins and nature of this "something" and by offering alternative ways of life, to attempt to offer inoculation against it. Aristotle was surely right, I believe, when he remarked that man in the generic sense of the word, ὁ ἀνθρωπος, is not the best thing in the universe. And yet the practice of philosophy, to the vigor of which the present volume and the World Congress as a whole bear witness, opens up to all of us perspectives infinitely beyond the often discouraging limitations of everyday human life: perspectives εἰς ἀεὶ.
